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BE THE CHURCH  

 

“He said to them, ‘come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest 
awhile.’  For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat.” 
~Mark 6:31 

 

It has been almost 6 months since the pastors and staff of the church have had 
a chance to rest. From advent to Easter, life in ministry is non-stop. That has 
been especially so this year as we were short-staffed for almost the entire 
time….and still are. 
 

Those 6 months were still filled with tremendous joy. There were wonderful 
worship experiences, engaging classes, countless chances to serve in mission, 
and fun-filled times of meaningful fellowship. 
 

And starting in June, we kick off another crazy summer of fun, but very 
intentional ministry, with all of our camps and mission trips. The work that goes 
into these weeks may appear effortless, but takes extraordinary amounts of time 
and energy. 
 

So, I have told our staff that May must (not should be or might be, but must) be 
a recovery month. It needs to be a time for us as a staff to regroup, to clean up, 
to catch up. It is not a time to start something new or to take on major projects. 
Yes, there is planning that needs to be done and it needs to be done with great 
prayer and clarity of thought. Our best ministry deserves that effort. 
 

Pastoral care must continue. Life still happens and needs arise. We plan on 
being there for you in your time of need. 
 

But, what you won’t see this month are brand new Bible studies or reading 
groups. There is not a new members class this month. No excessively intricate 
fellowship events either. This is a month of rest. A month to deeply dive into 
worship with thanksgiving for another year of vital ministry. A month to renew 
minds, hearts, and spirits for the work of summer ministry. A month to just 
breathe deep of God’s amazing grace. 
 

Would you join me in praying for our staff this month? Pray that the Spirit of God 
lifts, renews, restores each of these priceless and precious individuals who 
make our church such a special place! Thank you Pastor Sung, Carolyn, Paul, 
Pastor Helen, Deanna, Karen, Sharon, Kristen, and Jonathan. You make 
ministry a joy! 
 
 

In the Grip of Grace 

Pastor Hope 
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Profiles in Generosity :  Darci Radtka 
 

It is all about priorities!!  For the last 4.5 years,  Mrs. Darci Radtka has made the 

youngest children of the church her priority.  Darci teaches our Pre-

K Sunday Morning Children's Ministry class.  In the beginning, it was just a couple 

of little ones.  Now, they are the biggest group in our children's ministry.  Every 

child in the class knows that they are loved by God and Mrs. Darci!  

 

Often, we'll hear people say that they are just too busy to help out.  Darci has shown 

repeatedly that it really is about your priorities because this entire 4.5 years as she 

was teaching,  she has also worked full-time, served on the Session of our church, all 

while raising her two beautiful girls with her husband, Ben. 

At the end of the 2016-2017 school year, Mrs. Darci is going to take a well-deserved 

break.  That means that we'll be looking for a few generous volunteers to teach our 

little ones in the fall. What do you think?  Could you make the next generation your 

priority? If so,  please talk to Elder, Diane Ingram or Pastor Hope to explore the possibility. 

Thank you, Darci!  We love you and we're so glad that you are such a special part of our church! 

 

Profiles in Generosity is a regular feature of the Kronicle from here on out. If you have someone that you'd 

like to see featured because of their example of generosity, please contact us in the church office 

at office@kpcbradenton.org  

Mission Adventure Camp, June 19-23, 2017, 
is looking for volunteers to help our 
campers.  We have something available for 
all volunteers.  Whether you are a morning 
person, helping with check in or a late 
afternoon person to help with check out or 
would prefer sometime in between, we have 
something for you.  During our camp day, we 
need your help with prepping, serving and 
tidying up after our meals and snacks.  If you 
are interested in helping out, please contact 
Sue Sietsma at (941)400-8967 or by email 
sue2182@aol.com. 

KPC Mission Adventure 

Pastor Hope to Speak at  
New Wilmington Missionary 

Conference 
 

Our very own Pastor Hope has been asked to be 
a featured speaker at this year’s New 
Wilmington Missionary Conference (NWMC).  
 
The 2017 NWMC will be held July 22-29 at 
Westminster College in New Wilmington , PA. At 
112 year old, the New Wilmington Mission 
Conference is the longest-running mission 
conference in the United States. The NWMC is 
intergenerational, Presbyterian-related and 
youth-focused. 
 
About 1,000 people attend from over 30 states 
and 20 countries for a chance to connect with 
mission workers and hear what God is doing all 
over the world. Pastor Hope has been asked 
specifically to speak to the young adults 
attending the conference. You can learn more at 
www.nwmcission.org 

mailto:office@kpcbradenton.org
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Congratulations to our 2017 Confirmation Class:  
Annie Bennett, Lola Duytschaver, Katie Evans, Edgely Johnson, 

Anna Lee, Madison Westfall, and Eva Youngs. They have 
taken the next steps in their Faith in God, and we celebrate 
with them as they have our newest members of Kirkwood 

Kirkwood Presbyterian Women 
Wednesday, May 3rd 
Over the last few months, we have been looking at the 
unique ministry of Jesus and the impact it had on the lives 
of women in the Gospels. That ministry continues in and 
through the lives of the disciples of Christ under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

At the next meeting of the Presbyterian Women 
on Wednesday May 3rd at 1:00 p.m. we will be meeting 
some of the lesser known women in the Bible: Tabitha who 
was known for her good deeds, Lydia who was a founding 
member of the church at Philippi, Phoebe who was a 
deacon in the church, and Priscilla who worked alongside of her husband to lead others to faith in 
the Living Lord. 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments as we learn more about discipleship and the impact 
one person's life may have on others.  



Our Newest KPC Baby 
Anaya Grace Yamout 

Saturday, April 22, 2017 
 

Congratulations  
Karim, Dionne and  
Big Brother Laith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you heard about the group Bradenton Rocks?  You can find them 
on facebook and their mission is just to spread a little joy around 
Bradenton by placing decorated rocks all over the place for folks to 
find.  We have a bunch of KPC Shouting Stones all around both our 
property and the larger community.  If you find one of ours or even 
another one from somewhere else, be sure to take a picture and post it 
to the Bradenton Rocks page!  
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I think we need “I VOLUNTEERED” stickers for our Lent Significant Service volunteers so everyone can 

pat them on the back and thank them! Teams from two up to ten people representing Kirkwood offered 110 

hours of service during Lent. We worked inside and out at My Choice Pregnancy Center, SOLVE Maternity 

Homes, Turning Points, Anchor House, Our Daily Bread, and Selah Freedom. One workday was canceled 

and another was rescheduled for late April, so those volunteers and their service hours are not included.) 

Sharing our time serving these mission partners was a blessing for all of our volunteers and the receiving 

nonprofits! At Our Daily Bread, 608 people were greeted and fed by our teams so far this year. Thank you to 

each workday participant! Your help was crucial to getting as much work completed as you did with your 

team. I know you all slept like babies after each workday, because I did! 

 

Volunteers also continued working at Sea Breeze. The staff is so excited that testing showed that our tutors 

really did help their students improve! While our last day to work on campus is May 19th, our prayers for the 

staff and students can continue all summer. Some volunteers may want to help with the summer programing 

like last year and we hope to add to our Sea Breeze volunteers for the Fall semester. Let Carolyn know about 

your interest. It’s true! Just ONE HOUR a week makes a measurable difference for the children you meet. 
 

And your donations to the May Mission Cart Collection will positively impact other children that you will 

never meet. Thornwell requested the special items listed for Deanna Veremchuk, our very own Thornwell 

Family Specialist, to use for her in home counseling to strengthen families and teach them strategies to 

succeed together. She needs Games (UNO, Apples to Apples, Connect 4, Headbandz, Playing cards, 10-50-

Piece Puzzles, Twister, Outburst Jr.), Construction Paper, Crayons, Markers, Stickers, Pom Poms, Fake 

Money, Sidewalk Chalk, Small dollar store toys & candy for treasure box, Family DVDs or Children’s 

Books, Subway, Pizza Hut, Chick Fil A or bowling or movie theater  Gift Cards. 
 

Through March, your mission cart donations had a collective estimated value of over $3,400. All of the 

recipients of your generosity thank you! We especially send out our appreciation to John and Babs Noah, who 

arrived this winter season ready to help. They were able to relieve our normal mission collection deliveryman 

by taking our donations to the select organizations for a few months. We love all of our donation drivers! 

 

You may notice construction happening to the shed behind Friendship House. Thanks to a generous 

anonymous donation specified for Kirkwood’s Lending Library, we are excited to be converting the storage 

shed into a year round lending library. Kirkwood hopes to bring neighborhood school aged children and 

children in our church to our library. Children who do not stay engaged in reading and learning over summer 

months suffer significant loss and are less prepared or ready to enter their next school year. We want to 

welcome students to Kirkwood and our library for free books. See Carolyn if you have gently used books 

appropriate for kindergarteners up to high school students to donate. This is a great new outreach for us as we 

look for ways we can support children and improve Manatee County’s Grade Level Reading scores. Children 

are our future and we want it to be bright! 

 

Please note that the next Mission Committee meeting will be June 4th at noon in the Parlor. Come to see all 

the ways your church is reaching out in Christian love. 

 
 

Mission connections 

Carolyn Roskamp 
Coordinator for Missions & Outreach
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Kirkwood kid Konnection 

In His Service,                                                                                                                                                          

Diane Ingram 

The K—4th Grade Sunday School Class really DUG into the Word on Palm and Easter    

Sundays! Their archeological dig uncovered artifacts which helped tell the story of Holy 

Week. Some of the found treasures included the war horse that Jesus DID NOT ride into 

Jerusalem, the table that Jesus overturned in the temple, the cup that the disciples drank 

from, a crown of thorns, a nail, and a cross. By studying the artifacts, the students were 

able to match up the objects with portions of Jesus’ last week on Earth as well as the    

Resurrection. What a fun way to learn! 
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Sunday School for children, youth and adults will 
be taking a Summer Break. This time will give our 

teachers and helpers time for rest and renewal!  
Creativity and energy will be restored and ready 

for planning lessons again in August. 

 

Summer Break 

May 28th - July 30th 
Last class will be May 21st; class will start again on August 6th. 
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Surf & Serve 2017 Registration is Open! 
Surf & Serve Middle School Camp is Kirkwood’s Outreach Ministry to Middle School 
Youth. This year it will be July 10-14 from 9 am to 5 pm. If you know any Middle 
School students who could benefit from this exciting week of volunteering doing 
mission projects at local organizations in the morning, and then  enjoying marine and 
beach and other fun activities in the afternoon, then please have them contact Pastor 
Sung for registration information, or register online at www.biggreenchurch.org. The 
cost of the week long camp is $50, and registration is first come...first serve. There is 
limited spaces open for the camp, so get registered today! 
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Take stock 
in youth!! 

Become a “Stock Holder” in one of the greatest 
investments that you can make in your life:  

the faith of a young person! 
The Jr. High and Sr. High Youth of Kirkwood have the opportunity to 
deepen their faith in Jesus Christ as well as be the Hands and Feet of 
Jesus Christ.  This Summer the Sr, High Youth of our church will be 

doing Mission Work in Philadelphia, PA.  We will be working with local 
ministries and organizations with urban projects; work with homeless 
people in the area;  and working with community programs for youth, 

families, and the elderly.  Our Goal is to bring the HOPE OF JESUS 
CHRIST in people’s lives.  The Middle School Youth will be attending an 
exciting Youth Conference in Ocala, FL, where they will be worshipping 

and growing in their faith in God. 

You Can Help Support Our Youth!! 
Please help by “Purchasing Stock” and/or Pray for the Youth of Kirkwood 

as they serve others and grow in their faith this summer. 

Kirkwood Youth Ministries Fundraiser 

 Cut & Turn in Bottom as Stock Purchase  

Please return this slip and any other monetary support into the Offering 
Plate or the Church Office by Sunday, June 11th! 

Kirkwood Presbyterian * 6101 Cortez Rd. W * Bradenton, FL * 34210 

For more info, please contact Rev. Sung Lee: sung@kpcbradenton.org or 794-6229 

I want to TAKE STOCK IN OUR YOUTH!!!  Here is my Stock Support 
Form, and how I would like to support the youth of Kirkwood. 

     Name:             Phone#:     

 

     Address:              

 

     City:         State:      Zip:        Envelope #:   

 

 I’d like to Purchase Stock to support our Youth this summer with a donation to of  $______________ 

 

 I’d like to support the Youth of Kirkwood PC by keeping them in my daily prayers! 
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  The deadline for articles for the June 2017 issue of the Kronicle is  

Monday, May 22nd  

 Prayer Chain requests should be submitted to the church office at 941-794-6229,  

 or to email: office@kpcbradenton.org. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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01 Harry Twait 

 Don & Pat Crytzer 

06 Beth Ann Holloway  

07 Carolyn Senatore 

08 Gene & Mary Ellen Larson 

09 Edgely Johnson  

 Jan Taylor 

 Karen Wilson 

12 Maryanne Cobb 

 Sarah Maslo 

13 Carl Gingras 

14 Diane Ingram 

 

 

 

16 Mark Figenbaum 

 Donna Lane 

 Sandy West 

 Callin Westfall 

17 Betty Seipel 

18 Carolyn Roskamp 

 Justin Sietsma 

20 Kae Moe 

 Charles & Donna Grevsen 

23 Karen Strom 

24 Mark & Diana Shoemaker 

25 Steve & Carolyn Roskamp 

28 Leighton Johnson 

 Mark Thielen 

29 Anna Lee 

If your Birthday or Anniversary is 

not listed, please contact the church 

office to update our records. 



May 2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Boy Scouts 

2 

7 Al-Anon 

3 

1 Presby. Women 

6 Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:45 High School  

4 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

5 

Office Closed 

6 

7 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Education 

8 

5:30 Finance 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

 

9 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

10 

6 Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:45 High School 

Youth Group 

11 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

12 

Office Closed 

13 

 

14 

Mother’s Day 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Education 

15 

7 Boy Scouts 

16 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

17 

6 Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:45 High School 

Youth Group 

18 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

19 

Office Closed 

 

 

20 

 

21 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Education 

11 Traditional 

22 

7 Session 

7 Boy Scouts 

23 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

24 

6 Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:45 High School 

Youth Group 

25 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

26 

Office Closed 

27 

 

28 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

9:30 ODB 

10 Education 

11 Traditional 

29 

Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

7 Boy Scouts 

30 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

31 

Last Day of 

School 

 

   

       



May Prayer Calendar  2017            

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Time to Pray 

2 

Students going 
through school test-
ing 

3 

For the financial 
health of our 
Church and  

Ministry 

4 

A spirit of  

Forgiveness and 
Grace 

5 

Prom Go-ers 

6 

For our  

graduating 
VPK students 

7 

For a chance to 
share the Good 
News 

8 

College  

Students and Par-
ents 

 

9 

Direction for  

future graduates 

10 

Good Choices 

11 

For no  

complications on 
our church  

renovation work 

12 

For Deanna, our 
Building Fami-
lies  

Specialist 

13 

Beth-El Farm-
workers  

Ministry 

14 

Mother’s Day 

15 

The Church’s sup-
port staff 

16 

Al-Anon 

17 

For time and 
space to study 
God’s word 

18 

Planning for 
camps 

19 

Front desk vol-
unteers 

20 

Safety in our 
summer out-
door activities 

21 

The Presbyterian 
Women and 
Crafty Cut-Ups 

22 

Our Boy Scout 
Troop 

23 

Cedarkirk 

24 

For Midge who 
makes sure our 
property is beauti-
ful and well cared 
for 

25 

Graduating  

Seniors 

26 

For the  

personal  

spiritual growth 
of each member 

27 

Constructive 
political  

discussions 

28 

Preparing staff 
hearts and minds 

29 

Leadership of the 
country 

30 

Clean water for the 
world 

31 

End of School 
year for  

students 

   

       



A Biblically-Centered Church in the Presbyterian Fellowship 

6101 Cortez Road West 

Bradenton, Florida  34210-2711 

 

To begin receiving our newsletter via email, please contact the church 

office at 941-794-6229, or by email to office@kpcbradenton.org. 

KIRKWOOD KRONICLE 

is published monthly by Kirkwood Presbyterian Church 

For suggestions and requests call: 941-794-6229  

Fax: 792-3616   e-mail: office@kpcbradenton.org 
 

OUR STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Hope Italiano Lee, Lead Pastor    hope@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Sung Lee, Associate for Worship, Technology & Youth sung@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Helen Hartai, Associate for Teaching & Care  helen@kpcbradenton.org 
Paul Champagne, Director of Music Ministry   paul@kpcbradenton.org 
Carolyn Roskamp, Coordinator for Mission & Outreach  carolyn@kpcbradenton.org 
Karen Byrnes, Office Manager     karen@kpcbradenton.org 
Sharon Blackrick, Finance & Membership   sharon@kpcbradenton.org 
Kristen Thibodeaux Brady, Nursery Director   kristen@kpcbradenton.org 
Jonathan Shelley, Custodian/Handyman     

Sunday Worship:  
Chapel at 8:00 a.m., The Well at 9:00 a.m. and Traditional Worship at 11:00.a.m. 

Adult and Children’s Ministry 10:00 a.m. 
Office hours: 

Monday – Thursday:  8:30a.m. – 3:30a.m. 

Friday:  Closed 


